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Executive Summary 

 

The present report is the latest in a series of three reports on the proposed RE Smiths Falls 2 

Solar Generation Facility (see pages 11-12). In the spring of 2010 Mayer Heritage Consultants 

Inc. completed a Stage 1-2 archaeological assessment of the subject property. The property in 

question is located in Lot 4, Concession 10, North Elmsley Geographic Township, Lanark 

County. As documented in the Stage 1-2 report on the assessment (Mayer Heritage 2010), the 

survey resulted in the recovery of seven artifact sites. Of these, only Location 3 was considered 

to represent a potentially significant site requiring further investigation. It is a First Nations lithic 

scatter with a small quantity of Euro-Canadian domestic refuse. D.R. Poulton & Associates Inc. 

is in the process of conducting a Stage 3 assessment of Location 3. A report has been submitted 

on the Stage 3 investigations that were completed in the fall of 2010 (D.R. Poulton & Associates 

Inc. 2011). In due course the firm will be conducting Stage 4 salvage excavations of the site. 

 

The Mayer Heritage survey encompassed the proposed solar panel layout for the RE Smiths Falls 

2 property but it did not include the proposed access road for the development. In the spring of 

2011, Recurrent Energy and Hatch Ltd contracted D.R. Poulton & Associates Inc. to carry out a 

Stage 2 archaeological assessment of the proposed access road. The methods and result of the 

survey are documented in this report.  

 

The proposed RE Smiths Falls 2 Solar Generation Facility is subject to the Renewable Energy 

Approval (REA) process (O.Reg. 359/09) and to the provisions of the Ontario Green Energy Act 

(2009). The proposed solar generation facility has been designated OPA FIT Reference No.: 

FIT-FABIN9M. The Ontario Ministry of Tourism and Culture designated the Stage 2 

archaeological assessment of the proposed access road for the RE Smiths Falls 2 Solar 

Generation Facility as PIF # P316-110-2011. 

 

As detailed in Section 2.0 of this report (page 13), on June 2, 2011 survey personnel completed a 

Stage 2 shovel test pit survey of the proposed access road at a five-metre interval. Figure 1 shows 

the location of the proposed RE Smiths Falls 2 Solar Generation Facility and the proposed access 

road. Figure 2 shows the location and direction of the six photographic plates that are illustrated 

in this report. Figure 3 illustrates the survey coverage and the conditions did that were 

encountered during the Stage 2 test pit survey. As detailed in Section 3.0 of this report (page 14), 

the survey did not result in the discovery of any archaeological sites. The recommendations that 

pertain to this assessment are presented in Section 5.0 (pages 17-18). Section 7.8.4 Standard 3 of 

the standards and guidelines states the following with respect to the recommendations that are to 

be presented in Stage 2 survey reports: “If the Stage 2 did not identify any archaeological sites 

requiring further assessment or mitigation of impacts, recommend that no further archaeological 

assessment of the property be required” (Ministry of Tourism and Culture 2011: 13). As that was 

the case for the present assessment, it is recommended that no further archaeological assessment 

of the corridor for the proposed access road should be required. 

 

Further to the above, it is recommended that the Ministry of Tourism and Culture issue a letter 

accepting the present report into the Ontario Provincial Register of Archaeological Reports. It is 

also recommended that the letter include a statement of concurrence with the findings of the 

Stage 2 archaeological fieldwork that are documented in this report. Finally, it is requested that a 

copy of the letter be forwarded to Bob Leah, Director of Development, Canada, Recurrent 

Energy. His e-mail address is Bob.Leah@recurrentenergy.com. 
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1.0 PROJECT CONTEXT 
 

 

The 1993 technical guidelines for archaeological assessments formulated by the Ontario Ministry 

of Culture, Tourism and Recreation (now the Ministry of Tourism and Culture) (MCTR 1993) 

define up to four sequential stages in an archaeological assessment. The same applies to the new 

standards and guidelines formulated by the Ministry of Tourism and Culture (2011), which came 

into effect on January 1, 2011. Stage 1 consists of background research to identify any past 

archaeological investigations or known sites. The background study also identifies the potential 

for as-yet undiscovered sites. Stage 2 consists of a field survey to confirm the presence or 

absence of archaeological sites. Stage 3 consists of a more detailed assessment of any sites that 

are of demonstrable or potential significance as heritage resources and planning concerns. 

Finally, Stage 4 consists of the mitigation of significant sites by the implementation of salvage 

excavations or by avoidance and preservation. 

 

Section 7.2.3 of the standards and guidelines formulated by the Ministry of Tourism and Culture 

(2011:115) states the following standard with respect to the reporting requirements for 

archaeological assessments: “The final report must be filed in the form and manner as specified 

by the ministry in Section 7.5.” 

 

Section 7.5.1 of the standards and guidelines Ministry of Tourism and Culture (2011:121) further 

states the following standard with respect to the reporting requirements for archaeological 

assessments: “All project reports must contain the sections listed in the first column of Table 

7.1.” The present report conforms in all respects to the reporting requirements of the 2011 

standards and guidelines. 

 

Section 7.5.5 of the standards and guidelines formulated by the Ministry of Tourism and Culture 

(2011: 124) requires that the Project Context section of each report includes the context for the 

archaeological investigations and that it covers three areas: development context; historical 

context; and archaeological context. These are covered in the three subsections presented below. 

 

 

1.1 Development Context 

 

The information contained in this section of the report is being presented to satisfy the standards 

that are set out in Section 7.5.6.1, 7.5.6.2 and 7.5.6.3 of the standards and guidelines formulated 

by the Ministry of Tourism and Culture (2011: 124-125). 

 

In the spring of 2011, Hatch Ltd. (Hatch) on behalf of Recurrent Energy (RE), retained D.R. 

Poulton & Associates Inc. (DPA), to conduct a Stage 2 survey of a proposed access road for the 

proposed RE Smith Falls 2 Solar Generation Facility. The proposed solar generation facility is 

subject to the Renewable Energy Approval (REA) process (O.Reg. 359/09) and to the provisions 

of the Ontario Green Energy Act (2009). It has been designated OPA FIT Reference No.: FIT-

FABIN9M. This is the third in a series of reports on the archaeological assessment of the 

property.  

 

The subject property is located in the Drummond/North Elmsley Township, Lanark County, 

Ontario. Figure 1 shows the location of the RE Smiths Falls 2 Solar Generation Facility and the 

proposed access road. Figure 2 shows the location and direction of the six photographic plates 
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that are illustrated in this report. Figure 3 provides a plan of the access road, as well as 

archaeological survey coverage and technique. 

 

The Ontario Ministry of Tourism and Culture designated the Stage 2 archaeological assessment 

of the access road for the RE Smiths Falls 2 Solar Generation Facility as PIF # P316-110-2011. 

The assessment was conducted under Archaeological Consulting Licence #P316, issued by the 

Province of Ontario to Sherri Pearce of D.R. Poulton & Associates Inc. It was carried out in 

accordance with the provisions of the Ontario Heritage Act (Government of Ontario RSO 

1990a), the Ontario Green Energy Act (Government of Ontario 2009) and the Ontario 

Cemeteries Act (Government of Ontario RSO 1990b). The assessment conforms to the technical 

standards and guidelines for archaeological assessment formulated by the Ontario Ministry of 

Tourism and Culture (2011). 

 

Further to the above, the assessment was also conducted in accordance with the 2005 Provincial 

Policy Statement 2.6.2, which has provisions for the conservation of archaeological resources, a 

definition of the same, and provisions for archaeological assessments. Finally, it was conducted 

in accordance with the Ontario Ministry of Culture’s 2006 Heritage Tool Kit, most particularly 

with respect to Infosheet #3 and Infosheet #6; they detail provisions for the conservation of 

archaeological resources and provisions for heritage impact statements, respectively. 

 

The standard concerning permission for access that is specified in the standards and guidelines is 

as follows: “Provide statements that the landowner or landowner’s representative (e.g. planner, 

engineer, lawyer) gave permission for the licensee to access the property to conduct all required 

archaeological fieldwork activities, including the recovery of artifacts, and state any limits placed 

on access (e.g. time limits, refusal of access to portions of property)” (Ministry of Tourism and 

Culture 2011, Section 7.5.6.3, pages 125). In the present case, the property in question is owned 

by Derrick Hess. Permission for access to conduct the archaeological survey and to removed and 

curate any artifacts that might be discovered was granted by Mr. Hess in advance of the 

fieldwork. 

 

The records pertaining to this project are currently housed in the corporate offices of D.R. 

Poulton & Associates Inc. If the opportunity permits, however, the project archive will be 

transferred to a suitable long term repository. Potential repositories include local or other 

museums and the storage facilities maintained by the Toronto office of the Ontario Ministry of 

Tourism and Culture. 

 

 

1.2 Historical Context 

 

Under the current standards and guidelines, a required standard for the Historical Context section 

of a report is that it must include a statement concerning the rationale for fieldwork strategy 

(Ministry of Tourism and Culture 2011: Section 7.5.6.2, page 125). Briefly, the Stage 2 

fieldwork was conducted in order to confirm the presence or absence of sensitive archaeological 

sites that could be subject to possible impact from the proposed construction of the access road 

and the bridge. These comments satisfy Section 7.5.7.2 of the 2011 standards and guidelines. A 

more detailed discussion of the events leading up to the fieldwork that is described in this report 

is presented in Section 1.3. 
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This section of the report primarily comprises a cultural synthesis of the region within which the 

proposed access road and the proposed RE Smith Falls 2 Solar Generation Facility are situated. It 

accords with Section 7.5.7.1 of the standards and guidelines (Ministry of Tourism and Culture 

2011: 125). In the interest of context, brief summaries are presented on the major environmental 

changes through time and on the characteristics of settlement and subsistence patterns for the 

relevant time periods and cultures represented in the history of the region. For reference 

purposes, a cultural chronology of the region is presented in Table 1. 

 

 

The Paleo-Indian Period (9500-7500 B.C.) 

 

The first known human occupation of the province took place ca. 9500 B.C., following the 

retreat of the Wisconsin glacier. During this period the environment in southern Ontario was 

characterized by a cool climate and somewhat higher lake levels. The vegetation, in transition 

from spruce to pine dominated forests, would have resembled the modern sub-arctic.  

 

The tundra-like fauna included a range of animals that could have served as prey for the early 

hunters. They include mammoth, mastodon, elk, bison, musk oxen, beaver and grizzly bear. 

However, Paleo-Indian sites in the Great Lakes region are presumed to relate to a focal 

adaptation based primarily upon the communal hunting of seasonally migrating herds of 

woodland caribou. In general, favourite Paleo-Indian site locations include areas adjacent to 

glacial spillways and kettle lakes, often near present-day swamps on loam soils proximal to 

muck soils that represent the margins of relic pro-glacial or post-glacial lakes (Ellis and Deller 

1990). 

 

The most diagnostic Paleo-Indian artifacts consist of various types of Early Paleo-Indian fluted 

projectile points (ca. 9500 - 8500 B.C.) and of projectile points of the Late Paleo-Indian Hi-Lo 

type (ca. 8500 - 7500 B.C.) and Holcombe type (ca. 8400 B.C.). Various types of lanceolate 

projectile points are typical of later groups, the so-called Plano peoples (ca. 8000 – 5000 B.C.), 

usually described as Late Paleo-Indian. 

 

There is some evidence that the Early Paleo-Indians peopled southern Ontario from west to east, 

with the earliest sites in southwestern Ontario, followed by sites in south-central Ontario. The 

easternmost Early Paleo-Indian sites are located on the border between south-central and 

southeastern Ontario, east of Balsam Lake, around Rice Lake and in Northumberland County. In 

southeastern Ontario proper, the small number of confirmed sites of this period is limited to sites 

with lanceolate Late Paleo-Indian projectile points, as exemplified by the Thompson Island site 

in the St. Lawrence River (Ellis and Deller 1990: 58-61). 

 

 

The Archaic Period (7800-500 B.C.) 

 

Archaeologists divide the Archaic period into three sequential sub-periods: the Early Archaic 

(ca. 7800 – 6000 B.C.), the Middle Archaic (ca. 6000 – 2500 B.C.) and the Late Archaic (ca. 

2500 – 1000 B.C.) (Ellis et al. 1990). 

 

The Archaic period was characterized by gradually warming temperatures and by the northward 

migration of modern flora and fauna that were established throughout their current range by 

around 4000 B.C. Water levels continued to rise throughout this period, but in the earlier 
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millennia vast areas in the Lake Erie, Lake Huron and Lake Ontario basins were dry and 

habitable. Indeed, research suggests that these lake plains would have represented the richest 

environment for prehistoric hunters and gatherers in the entire Lower Great Lakes region, and 

that they probably contained a wealth of early camp sites and other archaeological resources that 

were later flooded. 

 

 

Table 1   Cultural Chronology for Southeastern Ontario 

 

 

TIME PERIOD GROUP TIME RANGE COMMENT 

PALEO-INDIAN  Lanceolate 8300 – 7900 B.C. 
Big game hunters, 
small nomadic groups 

ARCHAIC 

Early  8000-6000 B.C. 
Nomadic hunters and gatherers. 
Sites yet to be discovered in 
southeastern Ontario 

Middle Laurentian 6000 - 2500 B.C. 
Fishing primary subsistence strategy 
Wide variety of chipped stone and 
polished ground stone tools 

Late 
Narrow Point 2500 - 1700 B.C. Polished/ground stone tools, fishing 

Broad Point 1800 – 1400 B.C. Communal hunting and nut gathering 

WOODLAND 

Early 
Meadowood 900 - 400 B.C. 

Introduction of pottery; mortuary 
ceremonialism 

Middlesex Complex 450-0 B.C. Mortuary ceremonialism 

Middle 
Point Peninsula 300 B.C. - 600 A.D. 

Long distance trade networks 
Incipient horticulture Sandbanks 600 – 900 AD 

Late 

Pickering 900 – 1280 A.D. Transition to village life and agriculture 

St. Lawrence Iroquois 1200 - 1580 A.D. 
Large village sites, 
Tribal differentiation and warfare 

HISTORIC 
Early Algonquian 1700 - 1875 A.D. Social displacement 

Late Euro-Canadian 1800 A.D. - present European settlement 

 

 

In southeastern Ontario and adjacent southwestern Quebec, the Archaic is best exemplified by 

sites of the Laurentian Archaic Tradition; it dates to the Middle Archaic period, ca. 3500-2500 

B.C. (Ellis and Deller 1990: 85-91). The Laurentian Archaic was a broadly-based cultural 

phenomenon that is also well represented in Upper New York State and Vermont. Laurentian 

Archaic subsistence was primarily based on hunting and fishing and the material culture included 

some of the earliest woodworking tools: ground stone axes, adzes and gouges. Another 

characteristic tool that occurs on sites of this culture is ground stone plummets for fishing. 

Projectile points were manufactured from chipped stone and ground slate and bayonets made of 

ground slate also occur. In addition, peoples of the Laurentian Archaic in this region participated 

in a long distant trade for tools manufactured from native copper from Lake Superior. Finally, 

the earliest burials in this region pertain to the Laurentian Archaic. 
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Late Archaic cultural manifestations in southeastern Ontario represent the northernmost range of 

cultures that were centred in the adjacent upper New York State to the south. Narrow Point 

Tradition sites are present in the region but are not well represented. They date ca. 2500-1800 

B.C. (Ellis and Deller 1990: 85-91). Narrow Point sites are characterized by projectile points of 

the Lamoka type. The material culture also includes distinctive bevelled adzes and a broad range 

of bone and antler tools, including awls, needles, gouges, flakers and fishhooks. Hunting, fishing 

and the gathering and processing of wild nuts were important subsistence activities for Narrow 

Point peoples. 

 

The Narrow Point Tradition was succeeded in this region by the Broad Point Tradition. It dates 

from ca. 1800-1400 B.C. (Ellis and Deller 1990: 99-106). As with the Narrow Point Tradition, 

Broad Point sites are present in the region but are not well represented. The most characteristic 

trait of this cultural complex is the occurrence of large stemmed chipped stone projectile points 

that may have armed thrusting spears. Broad Point subsistence included the gathering and 

processing of wild nuts. It is also believed that it involved communal deer hunts. 

 

 

The Woodland Period (1000 B.C. – 1580 A.D.) 

 

The Woodland Period, which follows the Archaic in southeastern Ontario, spans a series of 

important changes in culture and adaptation. This period is most commonly divided into three 

chronological sub-periods: Early, Middle and Late. Descriptions follow. 

 

 

Early Woodland (ca.1000 to 0 B.C.) 

 

The Woodland Period is marked by the introduction into Ontario of pottery, the earliest of which 

dates to the Early Woodland sub-period. Beyond this, there appear to have been no substantial 

changes in the hunting, fishing and gathering settlement and subsistence patterns followed during 

the Late Archaic. Burial ceremonialism, however, suggests an increased social or territorial 

identity with a particular resource area such as a drainage system. Mortuary ceremonialism is 

characteristic of the Early Woodland and, as expressed by the inclusion of elaborate grave goods 

in burials, represents the fluorescence of a pattern recorded for the slightly earlier Glacial Kame 

Culture of the Terminal Archaic. 

 

In southeastern Ontario and Upper New York State, the Early Woodland sub-period is 

represented by sites of the Meadowood Complex; it dates ca. 900-400 B.C. The material culture 

of this period is marked by a suit of traits including distinctive Vinette 1 property, ground stone 

popeye birdstones and Meadowood projectile points and cache blades. 

 

The type site for this culture is located on the south shore of Lake Ontario, across the lake from 

southeastern Ontario, and components in the region include the Morrison’s Island site in the 

Ottawa River and the Ault Park site and the Long Sault Mounds on Long Sault Island in the St. 

Lawrence River near Cornwall. In the case of Ault Park, the site is inferred to be an important 

place where the band aggregated annually to take advantage of spring spawning fish and to 

engage in communal activities. Cremations and interments with elaborate grave goods are 

distinctive features of the Meadowood Complex. 

 



The 2011 Stage 2 Archaeological Assessment of the Proposed Access Road for RE Smiths Falls 2 
Solar Generation Facility, Drummond/North Elmsley Township, Lanark County, Ontario. Page 6 
 
 

 
 D.R. Poulton & Associates Inc. 

The Middlesex Complex succeeded the Meadowood Complex in this region. It is mostly known 

from burial sites, one of which is an extended burial on Morrison Island in the St. Lawrence 

River and two burial mounds on Long Sault Island in the St. Lawrence River near Cornwall. This 

complex spanned the period from around 450 to 0 B.C. 

 

 

Middle Woodland (ca. 300 B.C. to 900 A.D.) 

 

The Middle Woodland in southeastern Ontario is characterized by two successive cultural 

complexes. Of these, the earliest was the widespread Point Peninsula Complex; it dates to ca. 

300 B.C. - 600 A.D. The peoples of this complex continued the earlier traditions and subsistence 

practices of annual population aggregates and the use of burial mounds, with interments that 

ranged from cremations to flexed burials and bundle burials. Components included the 

aforementioned Ault Park site on the St. Lawrence River and the Serpent Mounds and other sites 

on Rice Lake. 

 

The Point Peninsula Complex was succeeded by the Sandbanks Tradition. It is so-named for the 

Sandbanks on the southwest shore of Prince Edward County and dates to ca. 600-900 A.D. 

Components include the Lakeshore Lodge site, but sites of this tradition appear to be rare and 

little is known about the Sandbanks Tradition. 

 

 

Late Woodland (ca. A.D. 800-1580) 
 

The Late Woodland sub-period spans one of the most dynamic series of changes in the entire 

11,000 year history of Ontario. This sub-period covers the immediate origins and subsequent 

development of the various Iroquoian-speaking tribal confederacies in southern Ontario, the 

Neutral (also known as the Attawandaron), the Huron-Petun in south-central Ontario and the St. 

Lawrence Iroquoians in southeastern Ontario and the St. Lawrence Valley, as far downstream as 

Quebec City. 

 

Although the Late Woodland subsumes many changes in settlement and subsistence patterns, it 

is broadly characterized by an increasing sedentarism. This was both necessitated and made 

possible by an increasing reliance on the cultivation of corn, beans and squash. In consequence, 

Late Woodland sites tend to be at once larger and more densely distributed than those of earlier 

time periods. 

 

Just as the introduction of ceramics marks the beginning of the Woodland Period, so the Late 

Woodland is marked by the appearance of semi-permanent villages. These Iroquoian villages 

were often surrounded by a defensive palisade and were occupied year-round for some 12-20 

years whereupon the settlement would move. Villages may cover from one to several acres in 

size and included numerous dwellings known as longhouses. In addition to villages, smaller, 

more temporary habitations such as agricultural cabin sites and fishing and hunting camps may 

occur. The typical burial pattern consists of individual graves within a village. 

 

As originally formulated by J.V. Wright (1966), the full sequence of the Ontario Iroquoian 

Tradition involves three main stages, termed Early, Middle, and Late Ontario Iroquoian. The 

Early Iroquoian stage in south-central and southwestern Ontario spans the period ca. 800-1280 
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A.D. and comprises the evolution of various communities. They were typically oriented to major 

drainage systems. 

 

The succeeding Middle Iroquoian stage subsumes the Uren sub-stage (ca. 1280-1330 A.D.) and 

the Middleport sub-stage (ca. 1330-1400 A.D.). This period was characterized by an increase in 

village size and, around the beginning of the Middleport substage, by the abandonment of sand 

plains and a shift into areas with heavier, more drought-resistant soils. 

 

South-central Ontario formed part of the developmental heartland of the Southern Division 

Huron, often termed Huron-Petun (as the Petun splintered from part of the larger Huron 

population at a relatively late date). Iroquoian sites are present in all of the major drainages of the 

Toronto area, and it is assumed that a number of discrete, contemporaneous developmental 

sequences corresponding to individual population groups are represented.  

 

In the 16
th

 century, a gradual shift of the various Iroquoian populations in south-central Ontario 

northward from the shore of Lake Ontario culminated in the settlement of the Petun around Blue 

Mountain and the merging of the Southern Division Huron with the Northern Division Huron in 

the area between Lake Simcoe and Georgian Bay. In consequence of this northward movement, 

Iroquoian sites in the Toronto area to some degree vary in age with distance from Lake Ontario. 

Early Iroquoian sites occur below the relic shoreline of post-glacial Lake Iroquois on the lower 

reaches of Duffin Creek and other stream courses; Middle Ontario Iroquoian and pre-contact 

Huron-Petun sites tend to occupy the middle-to-upper reaches of the major drainages; and proto-

historic Huron-Petun sites are confined to the upper reaches of the drainages, on the Oak Ridges 

Moraine. In southwestern Ontario, the evolution of the Neutral confederacy of tribes is 

characterized by a similar geographic shift, eastward, resulting in the concentration of the 

historic Neutral in the Hamilton area. 

 

The Huron, Petun and Neutral all met the same fate in the mid 17
th

 century: first devastated by a 

series of plagues accidentally introduced by the Europeans; and finally dispersed and driven 

from their homelands by raids from the Iroquois of New York State in 1649-1651 A.D. 

 

Although there was a long evolutionary sequence for the Ontario Iroquoians of southwestern and 

south-central Ontario, Iroquoian peoples did not occupy southeastern Ontario until about the 

time of the end of the Early Iroquoian periuod, ca. 1250 A.D. Their descendents, the St. 

Lawrence Iroquoians, were first encountered in Gaspé Harbour by Jacques Cartier in July 1534. 

He spent the winter of 1534-1535 at the St. Lawrence Iroquoian village of Stadacona in what is 

now Quebec City, then in October 1535 visited the village of Hochelaga in what is now 

Montreal. By the time Champlain first visited the St. Lawrence Valley eight decades later, the St. 

Lawrence Iroquoians had vanished. As discussed by Jamieson (1990: 386, 402-404), their fate is 

a matter of conjecture, but it seems most likely that sometime in the several decades between the 

two explorers’ visits the St. Lawrence Iroquoians had succumbed to diseases that Cartier’s party 

had introduced, and to deprivations from warfare with one or more native groups. Most likely, 

the remnants of the St. Lawrence Iroquoians were adopted by the Huron of the Upper Trent 

Valley and, in time, came to settle in Simcoe County, in the historic heartland of Huronia. 

 

Research has identified six clusters of St. Lawrence Iroquoian sites. They straddle the St. 

Lawrence River from the east end of Lake Ontario downstream to the vicinity of Quebec City. 

The earliest sites, ca. 1250 A.D., were small riverine camps based on the diffuse exploitation of 

resources (Jamieson 1990: 398). Over time, there was a shift to small interior villages and camps 
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that were based more on agriculture for subsistence. The final shift was to large villages and to 

small special purpose camp sites. The latter included fishing stations for the exploitation of both 

fish and eel. 

 

 

The Historic Period (A.D. 1600 to Present) 

 

In the opening decades of the 17
th

 century the French established New France. During this period 

and for decades to follow, French explorers and other individuals occasionally visited 

southeastern Ontario, but due to the threat of hostilities from the New York Iroquois their 

journeys primarily involved travels along the Ottawa River to and from Huronia.  

 

The history of the First Nations peoples during the second half of the 17
th

 century and the 

succeeding 18
th

 century was one of wide-scale cultural displacement. In the closing years of the 

1690s, the Mohawk and other New York Iroquois tribes suffered military defeat by the 

Algonquians; they renounced their claims to southern Ontario at the Great Peace of 1701. 

 

In 1673 the French established Fort Cataraqui on the future site of Kingston and it remained the 

main nucleus of European settlement on the region until the fall of New France in 1759 and well 

beyond. In the last quarter of the 17
th

 century the French also established a series of missions in 

the region, including one in the Napanee area. 

 

The loss of the Thirteen Colonies in the American Revolution provided the British Crown with 

an incentive to expand settlement into what became Upper Canada in the 1790s. To that end, the 

Crown negotiated a series of treaties with the resident First Nations peoples. Following the end 

of the revolution, the British Crown surveyed the future site of Kingston as the proposed location 

to resettle the first wave of United Empire Loyalists (UEL). A military reserve was established 

there that included Fort Henry, the naval establishment at Point Frederick and most of what are 

now CFB Kingston and the Royal Military College. The latter occupies the site of old Fort 

Cataraqui. As it evolved, the first group of UEL to arrive settled along the lakeshore east of the 

Cataraqui River, but the presence of major military installations and the strategic nature of the 

location ensured Kingston’s future. 

 

North Elmsley Township, within which the RE Smiths Falls 2 property is situated, is one of two 

townships that were named for John Elmsley. The other is South Elmsley Township, which is 

located south of Rideau Lake in the adjacent United Counties of Grenville and Leads. John 

Elmsley served as Chief Justice of Upper Canada from 1796 to 1802 and of Lower Canada from 

1802 to 1805. South and North Elmsley were surveyed as a single township in 1803 but in 1841 

those portions north of the Rideau waters became part of Lanark County. Actual settlement did 

not occur until 1816 with a group of Scottish highlanders. Several retired British military officers 

also settled at the same time taking up residence on Lots 16, 17 and 20-23 inclusive of 

Concession 10, a few kilometres to the northwest of the RE Smiths Falls 2 property. The 1818 

assessment indicate that there were 13 families residing in Elmsley. 

 

Around this time in Upper Canada (now Ontario), the clearance of the land for cultivation and 

the construction of a residence were not simply matters of survival, they were also obligations 

imposed by the British Government on early settlers. A condition of receiving a Crown Patent 

for a property was that new settlers had to build a house measuring 16 by 20 feet. They also had 

an obligation to clear the trees within 100 feet of the road on which their property fronted and 
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along the proposed alignment of the road itself. In that manner, the government was able to 

promote the spread of settlement and agriculture and the clearance of the road rights-of-way that 

were crucial to trade and transportation.  

 

Agricultural settlement had been established through the present study area by the third quarter 

of the 19
th

 century. The area that contains the proposed access road for the RE Smith Falls 2 

Solar Generation Facility was rural as of the third quarter of the 19
th

 century, and most of the 

area remains rural to this day. 

 

Reference to the 1880 Historic Atlas township map shows that the subject property was not 

located in close proximity to any 19
th

 century communities. By the third quarter of the 19
th

 

century, the closest communities to the property were Pike Fall Station, approximately 6 km to 

the south, and Welsh’s Station, approximately 8 km to the east. Both were railway stops, with 

Pike Fall Station on the Perth Branch of the Canada Central Railway and Welsh’s Station on the 

main branch of the Canada Central Railway between Smiths Falls and Carleton Place. 

 

It should be noted that the township maps in the 1880 Historic Atlas only illustrate the locations 

of the homes of subscribers. In consequence, they are potentially misleading as a visual indicator 

of the extent of rural settlement in the third quarter of the 19
th

 century. With that proviso, the 

1880 Historic Atlas map of North Elmsley Township does not depict any farmstead for the entire 

township. The short list of 18 subscribers for North Elmsley Township does not include any from 

Lot 4, Concession 10.  

 

The 1880 Historic Atlas map of North Elmsley Township also shows a single institutional 

building in close proximity to the proposed access road for the RE Smiths Falls 2 Solar 

Generation Facility. It is a school that was located in the southwest corner of Lot 4, Concession 

10.  

 

The H. F. Walling Map of the Counties of Lanark and Renfrew, Canada West published by D. P. 

Putnam in 1863 depicts two structures within Lot 4 of Concession 10, within which the RE 

Smiths Falls 2 property is located. One is a log schoolhouse that is located in the southwest 

corner of the lot. The other is an unidentified structure that is shown on the north side of the river 

and contained within a prominent bend in the river. The latter placement is just east of the south 

end of the proposed solar panel layout and most likely represents the Mayberry/Watson 

farmstead. This map also includes names for a large number of people occupying lands. Later 

maps do not include this level of detail. 

 

 

1.3 Archaeological Context  

 

This section of the report consists of several distinct elements as defined in Section 7.5.8 of the 

standards and guidelines (Ministry of Tourism and Culture 2011: 125-126). They are described 

below. 

 

 

Known and Registered Archaeological Sites 

 

As stated in the description of previous archaeological investigations (see below), a Stage 1 

archaeological background study and Stage 2 survey of the proposed RE Smiths Falls 2 Solar 
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Generation Facility was carried out in June 2010. It was conducted by Mayer Heritage 

Consultants Inc. (2010). The background study did not identify any registered sites in the study 

area within which the property is located. The subsequent Stage 2 survey resulted in the 

discovery of seven sites. None was registered. 

 

Six of the documented sites within the property are isolated finds of Euro-Canadian material; 

they were designated Locations 2, 4, 5, 6, 7. An additional site is an isolated findspot that 

consists of lithic debitage; it was designated Location 1. The remaining site is a pre-contact First 

Nations lithic scatter of unknown age and cultural affiliation; it also contains some Euro-

Canadian domestic refuse. This site was identified as the only potentially significant 

archaeological resource in the property. It was designated Location 3. 

 

 

Conditions in the Subject Lands 

 

As stated previously, the RE Smiths Falls 2 project is a proposed solar generation facility that is 

located in North Elmsley Geographic Township, Lanark County, Ontario. There are two 

different but related elements to this proposed solar generation project. The principal component 

is a series of solar panels to be erected on a large parcel of land delimited by a fence. The second 

component is the construction of a 9.9 m wide access road that will connect the solar panel 

layout to the existing road network. The access road is contained entirely within Lot 4, 

Concession 10 of North Elmsley Geographic Township, Lanark County. The RE Smiths Falls 2 

Solar Generation Facility is scheduled to be constructed in 2011.  

 

The focus of the present report is the access road that will connect Buttermilk Hill Road to the 

solar generation facility. It is located on the north side of Buttermilk Hill Road and extends 

northwest across Black Creek. The alignment of the proposed access road continues for another 

51 metres north of the creek to a point where it will connect with a proposed service area 

surrounding a small substation. The latter is situated within the lands that were surveyed by 

Mayer Heritage Consultants (MHC 2010). The access road is parallel to the western property 

line but with a six metre setback. The access road just under 10 metres in width and will run 

straight except for a gradual curve where it has to detour around two existing farm buildings. A 

new bridge is to be constructed over the stream. The egress from Buttermilk Hill Road and from 

the solar panel facility will be wider to allow for vehicles turning; these points will have 

maximum widths of 26 meters.  

 

The topographic map presented as Figure 1 of this report shows the location and limits of the 

proposed access road. As illustrated in Figure 1, the access road is slightly over 2 km north of 

Port Elmsley; it is 500 metres west of the hamlet of Glenview. The Town of Smiths Falls is 

roughly 12 km to the northwest and the Town of Perth is approximately 16 km to the northeast.  

 

As illustrated in Figures 1, 2 and 3, an east-west oriented stream transects the northern portion of 

the access road; it is Black Creek. Two existing farm buildings are located in close proximity to 

the eastern edge of the access road. The topography in the study area is flat. Black Creek drains 

southeast into the Rideau Lakes system to the west of Smiths Falls. The proposed access road for 

the Smiths Falls 2 Solar Generation Facility is almost in the centre of the Smiths Falls Limestone 

Plain physiographic region (Chapman and Putnam 1984:196-197). This large and continuous 

expanse of shallow soil over limestone bedrock has a surface area of nearly 1,400 square miles. 
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Local terrain includes shallow valleys with larger soil accumulation and low ledges of exposed 

rock. 

 

The Soils Map of Lanark County indicates that the soil south of the creek is Frankton sandy 

loam, an imperfectly drained soil, generally less than 12 inches deep over sandstone bedrock 

(Hoffman et al. 1967). The soil north of the creek is Farmington sandy loam, a well drained soil 

generally less than 12 inches deep over sandstone bedrock. In this area, the Frankton soils have a 

smooth level topography and are very stony whereas the Farmington soils have a smooth gently 

sloping topography and are only moderately stony. The Soil Capability Map indicates that both 

the Frankton and Farmington soils in this area are Agricultural Class 6; it is defined as capable of 

only producing perennial forage crops and improvement practices are not feasible. The soils are 

also grouped as Subclass R, indicating that solid bedrock is less than three feet or one metre 

below the surface. Currently, most of the property is being used pasture. 

 

Dates of 2011 Archaeological Fieldwork 

 

The Stage 2 archaeological fieldwork that forms the subject of this report was conducted on June 

2, 2011. This information is being included herein to satisfy Section 7.5.8.3 of the standards and 

guidelines (Ministry of Tourism and Culture 2011: 125). 

 

 

Previous Archaeological Fieldwork 

 

The fieldwork and reporting on the archaeological assessment of the proposed RE Smiths Falls 2 

Solar Generation Facility is being done in a series of phases. The information that is presented 

below on the previous fieldwork is being included herein in order to satisfy Sections 7.5.8.4 and 

7.5.8.5 of the standards and guidelines (Ministry of Tourism and Culture 2011: 126). 

 

In the spring of 2010 Hatch contracted Mayer Heritage Consultants Inc. to carry out a Stage 1-2 

archaeological assessment of the proposed RE Smiths Falls 2 Solar Generation Facility. The 

lands that are to be leased for the solar panel layout have a surface area of 26 hectares. The Stage 

2 component of the 2010 assessment was limited to the lands that were included in the proposed 

solar panel layout. The survey was initiated on May 19, 2010 and completed June 10-11, 2010. It 

was conducted by Kristy Snarey of Mayer Heritage Consultants Inc. with a crew of four. The 

Ministry designated the 2010 Stage 1-2 assessment as PIF # P040-337-2010. 

 

As previously stated in the description of known and registered archaeological sites, the June 

2010 survey of the property resulted in the discovery of seven sites. Six are isolated findspots. 

The seventh is a small pre-contact First Nations lithic scatter that also contains some Euro-

Canadian domestic refuse. The site has been designated Location 3 of Smiths Falls 2. 

 

The report on the Mayer Heritage assessment was submitted to the Ministry of Tourism and 

Culture in June 2010. The author of the report was Paul O’Neal (Mayer Heritage Consultants 

2010). The report has been accepted into the Ontario Provincial Registry of Archaeological 

Reports. 

 

In the fall of 2010 Hatch contracted D.R. Poulton and Associates Inc. to conduct a Stage 3 

archaeological of Location 3 of the RE Smiths Falls 2 property. A preliminary Stage 3 controlled 

surface collection and partial test excavations of the site were carried out at the site during a four 
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day period in late October and mid November. The field work was conducted by Sherri Pearce of 

D.R. Poulton & Associates Inc. with a crew of five under PIF #316-087-2010.  

 

The initial site visit occurred on October 26, 2010, with recording and mapping of the Stage 3 

CSC on October 27. Test excavations were initiated on November 15 and 16 but the imperfect 

drainage combined with near record rainfall in the fall of 2010 limited the effectiveness of the 

fieldwork. In consequently, the completion of the Stage 3 investigations was deferred until the 

summer of 2011, when field conditions would be more suitable. The partial Stage 3 assessment 

did succeed in confirming that the site is a significant archaeological resource. Consultation with 

the proponent has determined that preservation by avoidance is not an option for this site. 

Accordingly, a Stage 4 salvage excavation of the site will be conducted in due course. 

 

The reporting on the fall 2010 partial Stage 3 assessment of Location 3 was submitted to the 

Ministry of Tourism and Culture on January 31, 2011 (D.R. Poulton & Associates Inc. 2011). 

The authors of the report were Dana Poulton and Nancy VanSas. In addition, it included the 

basic assessment report, which has since been added to the Ontario Provincial Register of 

Archaeological Reports.  

 

The Stage 3 test excavations of this site are scheduled to be completed in late July, following the 

requisite consultation with the appropriate First Nations and Métis. The Stage 4 salvage 

excavations of the site will follow. 

 

 

Relevance of Previous Archaeological Fieldwork 

 

The fieldwork and reporting on the overall RE Smiths Falls 2 Solar Generation Facility is being 

done in a series of stages. As such, the previous fieldwork is relevant to the fieldwork that is 

described in this report as they all form part of a greater whole. This statement of the relevance 

of the previous fieldwork is being included herein in order to satisfy Section 7.5.8.4 of the 

standards and guidelines (Ministry of Tourism and Culture 2011:126). 
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2.0 FIELD METHODS 
 

 

Figure 2 shows the location and direction of the 6 photographic plates that are illustrated in this 

report. Figure 3 is a plan of the proposed access road for the RE Smiths Falls 2 Solar Generation 

Facility. It also illustrates the extent and techniques of the Stage 2 archaeological assessment. 

 

The Stage 2 test pit survey was carried out on June 2 2011 under PIF #P316-087-2010 and 

Licence # P316, issued to Sherri Pearce of D.R. Poulton & Associates Inc. The survey was 

conducted at a five-metre interval by a crew of two under the direction of Sherri Pearce. All test 

pits were backfilled. Weather was slightly overcast, seasonally cool and windy on June 2. 

Lighting conditions for the observation of cultural remains were good to excellent on that day. 

 

The proposed 9.9 m access road alignment covers an area of 0.3 ha. The test pit survey included 

this alignment and a five meter buffer on either side of the proposed road for an average width of 

20 m and a total area of 0.5 ha (Figure 3). Plate 1 is a view northeast of the test pit survey in 

progress. Plate 2 is a view northwest of the alignment near the entrance off of Buttermilk Road.  

 

A small portion of the test pit survey encountered disturbed soils. This area, as illustrated in 

Figure 3, was limited to the area immediately south of a man-made pond and was approximately 

25 m by 1.5 m in extent. Regardless of disturbed soils, the entire length of this area was test 

pitted. As illustrated in Figure 3 and Plate 3, a small runoff stream connects the man-made pond 

with Black Creek to the northeast. The test pit survey in the area of the man-made pond covered 

the entire width of the alignment with a reduced buffer of 16 m. The run-off stream was narrow 

and did not impede the 5 m interval test pit survey. 

 

The only other area where the test pit survey buffer was reduced was in the area where the 

alignment veers west to avoid an existing building. Plate 4 is a view east to this building. In this 

area the test pit survey was reduced to a width of 11 metres. 

 

While the intent was to excavate each test pit five centimetres into subsoil, this was not possible 

in all instances. This area of Lanark County has a thin veneer of topsoil over bedrock and in 

some areas the bedrock is exposed, specifically for a distance of approximately 30 metre 

southeast of Black Creek. Topsoil in the southeast portion of the alignment had an average depth 

of 20 cm, although the soil was very rocky. Plate 4 shows the rock ground surface immediately 

south of Black Creek. North of Black Creek, the average test pit contained 5 to 10 cm of soil 

over bedrock. Plate 5 and 6 are photos taken of the alignment north of Black Creek. Plate 5 is a 

view southwest of an area of exposed bedrock. Plate 6 is a view northwest of the test pit survey 

in progress. 
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3.0 RECORDS OF FINDS 

 
 

Section 7.8.2 of the standards and guidelines formulated by the Ministry of Tourism and Culture 

(2011: 137-138), the Record of Finds section of the document, requires that Stage 2 assessment 

reports provide specific types of information on all archaeological discoveries. It also states that 

the archaeological assessment report should not include documentation on non-archaeological 

cultural heritage features (e.g. built heritage and cultural heritage landscapes). 

 

In the present case, the survey of the proposed access road did not result in the discovery of any 

archaeological remains. In consequence, the requirements of Section 7.8.2 of the standards and 

guidelines do not apply to this report. 

 

The standard that is set out in Section 7.8.2.1.2 of the standards and guidelines formulated by the 

Ministry of Tourism and Culture (2011: 138) further requires that archaeological assessment 

report include an inventory of the documentary record that was generated by the fieldwork. The 

documentary record that has been generated by the fieldwork discussed in this report includes 

hand-made notations on printouts of digital aerial photographs and on plans of the proposed 

access road. It also includes field notes. Finally, it includes digital photographs of the fieldwork. 

This information is included in the report to satisfy the standard that is set out in Section 

7.8.2.1.2 of the standards and guidelines. 
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4.0 ANALYSIS AND CONCLUSIONS 
 

 

The standard that is specified in Section 7.8.3.1 of the standards and guidelines formulated by the 

Ministry of Tourism and Culture (2011: 138) requires that the Analysis and Conclusions section 

of reports on Stage 2 fieldwork addresses the following statement: “Summarize all findings from 

the Stage 2 survey, or state that no archaeological sites were identified.” The information that is 

presented below is intended to satisfy the standard that is specified in Section 7.8.3.1 of the 2011 

standards and guidelines. 

 

As stated in Section 3.0 of this report, the survey that was carried out on June 2, 2011 covered all 

of the lands that will be impacted by the proposed construction of the access road and the bridge 

over Black Creek. No archaeological remains whatsoever were discovered during the Stage 2 test 

pit survey of the proposed access road. 

 

Further to the above, the standard that is articulated in Section 7.8.3.2b of the standards and 

guidelines formulated by the Ministry of Tourism and Culture (2011: 139) requires that this 

section of the report include a comparison against the criteria in the Stage 2 Property Assessment 

to determine whether further assessment is required. Those elements of the standard are 

addressed below. 

 

The standard that is specified in Section 7.8.1.2a of the standards and guidelines formulated by 

the Ministry of Tourism and Culture (2011: 137) requires that this section of the Stage 2 report 

provide detailed and explicit descriptions of how each standard was addressed for survey of the 

property generally. The standard that is articulated in Section 2.1.1 of the standards and 

guidelines formulated by the Ministry of Tourism and Culture (2011: 28) requires that the entire 

property be included in the survey. The survey of the proposed facilities that are involved in 

proposed access road of RE Smiths Falls 2 Solar Generation Facility satisfies this standard. 

 

The standard that is articulated in Section 2.1.3 of the standards and guidelines formulated by the 

Ministry of Tourism and Culture (2011: 29) requires that the property be surveyed when weather 

and lighting conditions permit good visibility of land features. The weather and lighting 

conditions on the day of survey satisfy this standard. 

 

The standard that is articulated in Section 2.1.5 of the standards and guidelines formulated by the 

Ministry of Tourism and Culture (2011: 29) requires that assessment reports map all field 

activities (e.g. extent and location of field methods, survey intervals) in reference to fixed 

landmarks, survey stakes and development markers. The standard also requires that mapping 

must be accurate to 5 m or to the best scale available. The mapping in this report satisfies this 

standard. 

 

The standard that is articulated in Section 2.1.6 of the standards and guidelines formulated by the 

Ministry of Tourism and Culture (2011: 30) requires that the surveyors photo-document 

examples of all field conditions encountered (e.g. ploughed field, pasture or woodlot, 

disturbances). The photographs that are included in this report satisfy this standard. 

 

The standard that is articulated in Section 2.1.1.1 of the standards and guidelines formulated by 

the Ministry of Tourism and Culture (2011: 30) requires that cultivated agricultural lands must 
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be subject to pedestrian survey. That was not an issue for this assessment as the lands that are 

involved in the proposed access road and bridge are non-arable. 

 

The standard that is articulated in Section 2.1.2.1 lists the criteria where a test pit survey is 

acceptable based on topography and land use, or if the property to be surveyed consists of a 

narrow linear corridor. The standard that is articulated in Section 2.1.2.4 of the standards and 

guidelines formulated by the Ministry of Tourism and Culture (2011: 31) requires that test pits 

be at least 30 cm in diameter. The standard that is articulated in Section 2.1.2.6 of the standards 

and guidelines formulated by the Ministry of Tourism and Culture (2011: 32) also requires that 

each test pit be dug by hand to a depth that extends into the first 5 cm of subsoil while examining 

the pit for stratigraphy, cultural features or evidence of fill. In addition, the standard that is 

articulated in Section 2.1.2.8 of the standards and guidelines formulated by the Ministry of 

Tourism and Culture (2011: 32) require that all test pits be backfilled unless the landowner 

instructs that they not be backfilled. Finally, the standard that is articulated in Section 2.1.2.2 of 

the standards and guidelines formulated by the Ministry of Tourism and Culture (2011: 30) 

requires that survey transect should be spaced at a 5 m interval in areas that are within 300 

metres of a feature of archaeological potential. The stream crossing the proposed access road 

corridor is just such a feature of archaeological potential. The Stage 2 test pit survey documented 

in this report satisfies all of the above standards. 

 

The standard that is specified in Section 7.8.1.2a of the standards and guidelines formulated by 

the Ministry of Tourism and Culture (2011: 137) requires that this section of the Stage 2 report 

provide detailed and explicit descriptions of how each standard was addressed for the survey. 

The standard that is specified in Section 7.8.1.2b of the standards and guidelines formulated by 

the Ministry of Tourism and Culture (2011: 137) requires that this section of the Stage 2 report 

provide detailed and explicit descriptions of how each standard was addressed for pedestrian 

survey and for test pit survey. The information required for these two standards is provided in the 

above paragraph. 

 

The standard that is specified in Section 7.8.1.2c of the standards and guidelines formulated by 

the Ministry of Tourism and Culture (2011: 137) requires that this section of the Stage 2 report 

provide detailed and explicit descriptions to address any differences in approach for areas 

possessing different conditions. In the case of the assessment described in this report, there were 

none, so that is not an issue for the present assessment. 

 

The standard that is specified in Section 7.8.1.2d of the standards and guidelines formulated by 

the Ministry of Tourism and Culture (2011: 137) requires that this section of the Stage 2 report 

provide detailed and explicit descriptions of how each standard was addressed where alternative 

methods acceptable through guidelines or special conditions were used. In the case of the 

assessment described in this report, no alternative assessment methods were used, so that is not 

an issue for the present assessment. 
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5.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

 

As stated in Section 1.3 of this report, a Stage 1-2 archaeological assessment of the proposed RE 

Smiths Falls 2 Solar Generation Facility was carried out in 2010 by Mayer Heritage Consultants 

Inc. (2010). The survey resulted in the discovery of one potentially significant archaeological 

site; the pre-contact First Nations lithic scatter that is designated Location 3. The site is currently 

undergoing a Stage 3 assessment (D.R. Poulton & Associates Inc. 2011). Location 3 is slated for 

Stage 4 salvage excavations. 

 

The lands that are transected by the alignment of the proposed access road for the RE Smiths 

Falls 2 Solar Generation Facility were not included in the 2010 survey. Given that they were 

considered to have a potential for extant archaeological remains, a Stage 2 archaeological 

assessment of the corridor was carried out in the spring of 2011. As detailed in Section 3.0 of the 

report, no archaeological remains were discovered during the course of the assessment. 

 
Section 7.8.4 Standard 3 of the standards and guidelines states the following with respect to the 

recommendations that are to be presented in Stage 2 survey reports: “If the Stage 2 did not identify 

any archaeological sites requiring further assessment or mitigation of impacts, recommend that no 

further archaeological assessment of the property be required” (Ministry of Tourism and Culture 

2011: 13). As that was the case for the present assessment, it is recommended that no further 

archaeological assessment of the corridor for the proposed access road should be required. Finally, it 

is requested that a copy of the Ministry’s letter be forwarded to Bob Leah, Director of 

Development, Canada, Recurrent Energy. His e-mail address is Bob.Leah@recurrentenergy.com. 
 

Under the Ontario Heritage Act (1990a), it is a requirement of archaeological consulting licences 

that consultants prepare and submit assessment reports to the Ontario Ministry of Tourism and 

Culture. Archaeological Review Officers of the Ministry then review each report to ensure that 

the assessment and the report satisfy consulting licence requirements under the Act and other 

pertinent legislation, and that they conform to current archaeological standards and guidelines. If 

the report and the assessment do so conform, the pertinent Archaeological Review Officer then 

issues a letter confirming that and accepting the report into the Provincial registry of 

archaeological reports. 

 

In the present case, it is recommended that the Ministry of Tourism and Culture issue a letter 

accepting the present report into the Ontario Provincial Register of Archaeological Reports. It is 

also recommended that the letter include a statement of concurrence with the findings of the 

Stage 2 archaeological fieldwork that is documented in this report. 

 

The above comments conclude the general and site-specific recommendations of this report. 

Nevertheless, it should be emphasized that no archaeological survey can be considered to totally 

negate the potential for deeply buried cultural remains, including human burials. In recognition 

of that fact, the 1993 archaeological assessment technical guidelines formulated by the Province 

of Ontario require that all reports on archaeological assessments include recommendations to 

address the possibility that deeply buried remains may be encountered during construction 

(MCTR 1993:12). 
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Further to the above, it is recommended that archaeological staff of the Ontario Ministry of 

Tourism and Culture be notified immediately if any deeply buried archaeological remains should 

be discovered during earthmoving or construction related to the proposed access road for the RE 

Smiths Falls 2 Solar Generation Facility. The pertinent contact person at the Ministry is Jim 

Sherratt. He is the Archaeological Review Officer of the Culture Programs Unit of the Ministry 

who is responsible for the Eastern Region, within which the proposed RE Smiths Falls 2 Solar 

Generation Facility is situated. His telephone number is 416 341-7132 and his e-mail address is 

Jim.Sherratt@ontario.ca. 

 

In the event that human remains should be encountered during earthmoving or construction 

related to the proposed access road for the RE Smiths Falls 2 Solar Generation Facility, it is 

similarly recommended that the proponent immediately contact the aforementioned Jim Sherratt 

as well as Michael D’Mello. Mr. D’Mello is the Registrar of the Cemeteries Regulation Unit of 

the Ontario Ministry of Consumer Services. His telephone number is 416 326-8404 and his e-

mail address is Michael.D’Mello@ontario.ca. 
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6.0 ADVICE ON COMPLIANCE WITH LEGISLATION 
 

 

The standards and guidelines formulated by the Ministry of Tourism and Culture (2011) that 

came into effect on January 1, 2011 have requirements that archaeological assessment reports 

must include statements that concern compliance with pertinent legislation. Those statements 

were draughted by the Ministry’s legal department. Furthermore, it is understood that in order for 

reports to conform to the current standards and guidelines the pertinent statements regarding 

compliance legislation must not only be cited but must also be quoted verbatim. 

 

The pertinent standards in the current standards and guidelines are as follows: 

 

1. Advice on compliance with legislation is not part of the archaeological record. 

However, for the benefit of the proponent and approval authority in the land use 

planning and development process, the report must include the following standard 

statements. 

 

a. This report is submitted to the Minister of Tourism and Culture as a condition of 

licensing in accordance with Part VI of the Ontario Heritage Act, R.S.O. 1990, c 0.18. 

The report is reviewed to ensure that it complies with the standards and guidelines that 

are issued by the Minister, and that the archaeological fieldwork and report 

recommendations ensure the conservation, protection and preservation of the cultural 

heritage of Ontario. When all matters relating to archaeological sites within the 

project area of a development proposal have been addressed to the satisfaction of the 

Ministry of Tourism and Culture, a letter will be issued by the ministry stating that 

there are no further concerns with regard to alterations to archaeological sites by the 

proposed development. 

 

b. It is an offence under Sections 48 and 69 of the Ontario Heritage Act for any party 

other than a licensed archaeologist to make any alteration to a known archaeological 

site or to remove any artifact or other physical evidence of past human use or activity 

from the site, until such time as a licensed archaeologist has complete archaeological 

fieldwork on the site, submitted a report to the Minister stating that the site has no 

further cultural heritage value or interest, and the report has been filed in the Ontario 

Public Register of Archaeological Reports referred to in Section 65.1 of the Ontario 

Heritage Act. 

 

c. Should previously undocumented archaeological resources be discovered, they may 

be a new archaeological site and therefore subject to Section 48 (1) of the Ontario 

Heritage Act. The proponent or person discovering the archaeological resources must 

cease alteration of the site immediately and engage a licensed consultant archaeologist 

to carry out archaeological fieldwork, in compliance with Section 48 (1) of the 

Ontario Heritage Act. 

 

d. The Cemeteries Act, R.S.O. 1990 c. C.4 and the Funeral, Burial and Cremation 

Services Act, 2002, S.O. 2002, c.33 (when proclaimed in force) require that any 

person discovering human remains must notify the police or coroner and the Registrar 

of Cemeteries at the Ministry of Consumer Services. 
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2. Reports recommending further archaeological fieldwork or protection for one or more 

archaeological sites must include the following statement: “Archaeological sites 

recommended for further archaeological fieldwork or protection remain subject to 

Section 48 (1) of the Ontario Heritage Act and may not be altered, or have artifacts 

removed from them, except by a person holding an archaeological licence.” 

 

The above standards are quoted verbatim from Section 7.5.9 of the standards and guidelines 

(Ministry of Tourism and Culture 2011: 126-127). Standard 7.5.9.1 applies to the present report. 
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Figure 2     Location and Direction of Photographic Plates
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Figure 3     Archaeological Survey Coverage and Methods
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Plate 5   RE Smiths Falls Access Road Alignment North of
Creek, View Southwest

Plate 6  
in Progress, View Northwest

Test Pit Survey of the Access Road North of the Creek

Plate 3  Test Pit Survey of the Access Road in Progress, View East 
to Pond and Run-off

Plate 4  RE Smiths Falls 2 Access Road Alignment, View East to
Existing Building

Plate 1  Test Pit Survey of the Access Road in Progress,
View Northeast

Plate 2   RE Smiths Falls 2 Access Road Alignment,
View Northwest
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